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Background: In The Merchant of Venice, the villain is a Jewish moneylender named Shylock. He has a grudge against a Christian, the merchant Antonio, who has publicly shamed him for being Jewish and for being a usurer (one who lends money for interest). He gets his opportunity for revenge when Antonio, trying to help his broke friend Bassanio marry a rich girl, needs to borrow money from Shylock so that he (Antonio) can lend it to Bassanio. Antonio strikes a gruesome deal with Shylock, borrowing 3000 ducats. If Antonio cannot pay the debt by a certain date, then Shylock can take a pound of Antonio’s flesh--which, taken nearest his heart, will kill him. Antonio, through a series of losses, cannot pay the debt on time, and Shylock calls in the debt. In court, Antonio’s friend Bassanio,, who has since married his rich girl, arrives and offers Shylock several times the amount of the original debt, but Shylock refuses to take the money. He wants Antonio dead more than he wants his money. Bassanio’s new wife, Portia, who figures the guys probably won’t be able to solve their own problems (she’s right), disguises herself as a man and a lawyer, and goes to the courtroom to try to reason with Shylock and convince him that, even though he has a legal right to take Antonio’s flesh, it would be better to be merciful.


 Portia: The quality of mercy is not strained; ______________________________________________________________
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven _______________________________________________________________
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blest; ________________________________________________________________
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes: _____________________________________________________________
‘T is mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes _______________________________________________________________
The throned monarch better than his crown: _____________________________________________________________
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, ___________________________________________________________
The attribute to awe and majesty, ______________________________________________________________________
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings; _____________________________________________________________
But mercy is above this sceptred sway; __________________________________________________________________
It is enthronèd in the hearts of kings, ____________________________________________________________________
It is an attribute to God himself; ________________________________________________________________________
And earthly power doth then show likest God’s____________________________________________________________
When mercy seasons justice. Therefore, Jew, _____________________________________________________________
Though justice be thy plea, consider this, ________________________________________________________________ 
That, in the course of justice, none of us _________________________________________________________________
Should see salvation: we do pray for mercy; ______________________________________________________________
And that same prayer doth teach us all to render __________________________________________________________
The deeds of mercy. I have spoke thus much _____________________________________________________________
To mitigate the justice of thy plea; ______________________________________________________________________
Which if thou follow, this strict court of Venice ____________________________________________________________
Must needs give sentence ‘gainst the merchant there. ________________________________________________________
