“Daedalus and Icarus” Lesson and Notes
1. Read “Daedalus” on page 193 of your Mythology book and answer the following questions.

	Somebody
	Wanted 
	But 
	So 
	Notes from class or group discuss

	
	
	
	
	


a. What is the overall message or archetypal theme of this story?  Which two characters fall victim to this theme?

b. What does this story reveal about a parent-child relationship?  Is this revelation still relevant today?  Explain
]

2. Look at the painting LANDSCAPE WITH THE FALL OF ICARUS, painting by Pieter Bruegel the Elder.  Below, describe what you see and your reactions to the painting.  What might Pieter Bruegel being trying to say through his illustration.
	


3. Read "Musée des Beaux Arts" by W. H. Auden and answer the following questions:
a. What is interesting about the structure of  the ideas in Auden’s poem?
b. What does the poem reveal about the way Auden views human perception of terrible events?  Are his thoughts still relevant today?  Choose a recent event that would support Auden’s thoughts?
c. How accurately did your reflection of the painting, prior to reading Auden’s poem, support Auden’s overall theme?
d. How does the imagery of the poem help to support Auden’s overall message?
4. Read “Landscape With the Fall of Icarus” by William Carlos Williams and answer the following questions
a. What is significant about the physical shape of the poem?
b. What is significant about the way that William Carlos Williams structured his poem?  Compare and contrast it to Auden.  Whose structure, in your opinion, was more effective?  Explain
c. Compare and contrast the messages in both poems.  Which poem, in your opinion, is more effective in verbally discussing the meaning behind an artistic illustration? Explain.
5. Think about the four representations of the story of Daedalus and Icarus and answer the following questions.

a. Do all pieces of art and literature share the same overall messages?
b. Are there hidden messages to be found in any of the pieces?
c. What does each piece tell us about the culture?
d. What modern examples might we find in social media, the news, or pop culture that would be a modern representation of the story of Daedalus and Icarus?  Explain.
e. Create either a poem or an illustration of the modern example that you explained above.
